
Sew Your Own denim bag 
from a pair of jeans! 

 

  



You will need to provide: 
 

An old pair of denim jeans 

Approx. half a metre of cotton fabric – or scraps sewn together 

to make the same  

Scissors  

Sewing machine 

Sewing needles – Universal 80/12 or 90/14 or denim needle 

Thread 

Pins or Clips 

 

 

For more information on this project, take a look at my blog 

post at: 

www.ruthsreusables.co.uk 

 

You can also sign up to my newsletter here and get a voucher 

for 10% off your next purchase. 

 

 

 

  

https://mailchi.mp/607f32a78608/ruthsreusables


Instructions 
 

Before you start cutting and sewing, please read through your 

instructions fully!      

1. Take your old denim jeans and lay them flat on your cutting surface. Measure the 

width of the jeans at the waist and note this down, as you’ll need it later for the 

lining measurements (19.5 inches with my jeans). 

 

 

2. With your measuring tape, measure the length you’d like your bag to be, plus half 

an inch/ 1cm seam allowance. If you’re going to box the corners of your bag, you 

might want to add a little bit of extra length. I picked 14 inches for mine. When 

boxed out this gave a good sized handbag. It’s entirely up to you!  

 

3. Carefully mark on each leg where you’re going to cut – try to keep it as straight 

as you can – and then cut. Note the length down, as you’ll need it later for the 

lining (14 inches). Put the remaining leg fabric aside as you’ll need this for your 

straps. 

 

 



 

4. Cut out the inside seam of your jeans. 

 

 

5. Turn your jeans inside out and clip or pin them together matching up the front and 

back gussets.  

 

 

6. Sew a side seam with a half inch seam allowance from the front gusset just 

below the zipper to the bottom edge. Repeat with the seam at the back gusset. 

Reinforce the seams when you start with a reverse stitch and at the end. You’re 

looking to remove excess fabric and square up your bag. See the pictures for 

details. Cut away the extra fabric from the seams. **Don’t sew the bottom seam 

yet!** 



 

 

 

 

7. With the jeans still inside out, fold them so the gussets are at the front and back 

as normal (i.e. front pockets at the front, back pockets at the back), pin or clip the 

bottom and sew along the bottom edge with a half inch seam allowance. 

Sew your seam here to square 

up your bag. 

How the jeans should look 

with the gusset seams sewn. 



 

 

8. Box out both corners by pulling the corner fabric into a triangle and matching the 

seams as best you can. Press and pin, then mark a line where it measures 4 

inches. Sew across this line, then cut away the excess fabric.  

 

 

9. Turn right sides out and put aside. Your bag should look like this. 



 

 

10.  Now you need to make up the lining with two pieces of cotton fabric. First work 

out your measurements. You need to add an inch to the waist width for your 

seam allowance (half an inch each side), and an inch to the length for hemming 

the top. My final measurements were 20.5 x 15 inches, based on my initial 

measurements of 19.5 inches [waist width] and 14 inches [bag length]. If you 

wish, you can sew lots of pieces of cotton scraps together and cut it down to size. 

This is a great scrap buster project! 

 

11. Place your pieces right sides together, clip or pin, and sew round the lining with a 

half inch seam allowance, leaving the top of the lining unsewn. 

 

 

 

12. Box out the corners as before, using the same measurements (4 inches in my 

case). 

 



13.  With the lining still right sides together, fold the top down an inch and press. 

 

 
 

14.  Place the lining inside the denim bag and pin or clip across the top, matching the 

seams of the lining with the side seams of the bag. 

 

 

15. Before you sew your lining to the bag, you’ll need to make your straps. 

 

16. Take the leg fabric and cut out all the seams and fold out. I like to iron mine so it’s 

completely flat. Cut strips 3-4 inches wide and as long as your leg fabric. I 

managed to get 4 strips, 4 inches wides and sewed two together to get two 

straps, each approx 36 inches long. 

 

17. Fold the strips in half long ways and press. Unfold them and then fold each long 

edge around ¼ inch and press, then fold them in half long ways again so that the 

folded edges match. Clip and then sew along the edge. You can leave the short 

edges unsewn as they will be hidden in the bag. 

 



  

 

18. Place one set of straps at the front of the bag, and the other at the back, placing 

the raw edges in between the lining and the bag outer and secure with clips. 

  

 

19. Once you’re happy with the placement and length of the straps, top stitch all the 

way around the bag to secure the lining and the straps in place. Take your time 

with this as the denim will be very thick and the needle might need hand cranking 

over the thicker parts. I do two lines of top stitching so that it really secures the 

straps and the lining. 

 

20. You can sew in some snaps or other fasteners as closures – I use KAM snaps if 

the denim isn’t too thick – and your bag is ready to be filled! 

 

 

 

 

  



 Hints and Tips 
• Topstitch – This is a stitch designed to be seen on the outside of a sewn item and 

you can use a matching or contrast colour in your main thread. It can be 

decorative or functional, as in this case where it’s necessary to give a neat and 

secure finish and sew the lining to the bag and secure the straps. 

• To secure your threads at the start and end of your sewing, back stitch a few mm. 

 

 

I’d love for you to connect with me on my social media platforms and sign up to my 

mailing list to hear all my news. You will get a voucher for 10% off your next 

purchase: 

Instagram – www.instagram.com/ruthsreusableproducts 

Pinterest – www.pinterest.co.uk/ruthsreusables 

Website/Blog/Mailing List – www.ruthsreusables.co.uk  

http://www.instagram.com/ruthsreusableproducts
http://www.pinterest.co.uk/ruthsreusables
http://www.ruthsreusables.co.uk/


Copyright Information – the not so small print! 
 
The Sew Your Own denim bag from a pair of jeans! pattern and instructions are 

copyright © Ruth Andrews, 2021. 

 
Ruth Andrews trades under the name Ruth’s Reusables. 
 
You may not copy, share, sell, transmit or publish any part of the pattern or 
instructions. 
 
Ruth’s Reusables accepts no liability for loss or injury arising from the use or misuse 
of the Sew Your Own denim bag from a pair of jeans! pattern. 
 

Selling from the Sew Your Own Reusables – Denim 

Bag from a pair of jeans! pattern 
 
You may sell from the Sew Your Own denim bag from a pair of jeans! Pattern if you 
sell on a small scale. No Sew Your Own Reusables pattern may be used for mass 
production. 
 
There is no license fee for selling from the Sew Your Own denim bag from a pair of 
jeans! pattern, but if you do sell from it, please consider adding into your product 
description where you got the pattern and instructions from. 
 


